Complement activation by rat platelets: its significance to inflammation in the rat.
Generation of chemotactic activity in rat plasma or serum by aggregated rat platelets or by an extract of lysed platelets has been demonstrated. Chemotactic activity was not generated from serum either in the absence of an intact complement system or by platelet lysate pre-incubated with soya bean trypsin inhibitor. The significance of these observations is discussed in relation to some recent work on the role of platelets in inflammation.